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1. In 1241 tne USSR wes desparately short of trained veterinerians., At that I
time. vhe whole country had only about six thousand of them, and Lalf were
) in *he army. A veterizarian who gradusted in  the early 1940's and wvas
assignel to ovilian tield woik could expect to find himself the only
veterlrarian {4t the vhole county. Tne USSR £2 a whole needs about 70
theusand veterinariave to cesl with the anizal dissese which prevails from 50X1 —HUM
Vladivostor ¢c the [ Ivorder. The USSR practice of executing or :
impriscning reteriparisra 8ggravates the shortage. In 1435 the Govarn- ‘
ment illed no less than 375 veterlrvarienn Iolloving a severe vutbreak 50X1-HUM
of riunderpest which had come in | | ‘Tne veterinarians failed
to control the spread of tke lissage to the Govermment's eatisfuction and
this ldrze rumber was executed for allegedly spreading, rather thsn curing,
the diseasze. Most of the old veterinarians have been remnved for political
reasone zud every year numbers of the younger ones pay witk their lives fcr
failures tc urrveet epidemics.

2. Graduate veterinarisas who do wot go into the army, into teaching, into
routine resear-h (mostly women), or iato special resesrch and export-
import meat inspection (men and Yomen), are assigned as vounty vetersi-
rariaas. The pay is 500 roubles & month for these jobs, comparsd with
the 800 routles a month for tksge ¥ho 3¢ into ths army as regimental
veterivarians with tbe rank oy captain. There are 1o private veterimari-
&ns in the UBSBR. 4out veterirarians do no% have to be Party members bug
they nust be politically sbove suspicion. Each year a smal)l number of
gradvates is recruited for veterivary teaching. A student who 1g inter-
ested it teaching as a profession cen discuss it with a professcr who, if
the studeat is good enough, wili recormend to the Director that he be
retained as a teaching esaistant. The- pay for a teaching assistant is

CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTIAL
STBTEY AEEM Ty DISTRIBUTION
H I A/ 11 |

Y




|

pproved for Release 2011/08/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600030101-6 ‘
50X1-HUM

.

py A

Sanitized Co

TOWE G snvigl

!
350 ronles & month And ore muzt serve in this category for at isgar - -
y=ére before promction to full profeassor (800 roubles & month) can pe
had. There are no speclal political qualificatione for velerinary i
teachers. 4

3. The USSR haes no small animsl hosrftals. However, veterinary colleges
maintain clinics vhare smell animals msy be brought fcr treatmens. Each
tcwe of 20 thousand population or over hus a hospitali capable orf keeping
sbout 50 large enimals ab one time. Thege hospitais are enmvletely
standerdized throughout the USSR. They are under +he county veterinarian
{(he may be responeible for only cne cr for wore then cne) ewnd there are two
feeding and cleening attendevis. One is an asslstant veterinarianm vho is
8 high school graduate with apecial technlcal training (feldsher) and the
other is 8 general utility mern. 7he gervi~e in these hospitals is free
and the supplies are adequate. Shortage of personnel is the chief prob-
lem. 1If the enimal brought ‘o cne of thege hospitals is not suffering
from an lnferticus disease, the veterirarian is responsitle for routine
therapy. Ir the cape of inf=ctiocus discasee, estahlished Government
regulations are strictly folleowed {mee btelows,

4. There are no profeseional veterinariau socinties iv tno USSH. <ol
caetherings of the profession as dc tuke pluce «re all uader close Gover:.
ment supervision and are concernus: with speczific problems rather 4han
witk srofessional fellowship arc the veusral exchange of information.
The Government would he highly suspiclous of any attempt by the veterinari-
ans themselves to organize privately for any purpose, and the leaders of
siich an attempt would unquestionably be regarded as enemies of the atate.
The ecientific value of professional societles, 1if not the morale value,;
is partially provided by the centralizaticn and control of research and
the large emounts of money that the Government spends ou such resesarch,
No expense is spared in seeking & solutica to a preblem that the Government
consicers important. In 1641 the Governmert had a large group of research
persounel tled up 1n the search for a vacnine for foot and mouth disesge.
} Most of these perple were working in a laborsiory at & small town near 50X1-HUM
Moscow and [ ] there were huge numbers of pigs cn the premiscs.
A research latoratory at Leninaken, aear Yerevan, wes working on th: prob-
lem of cenning meat 8o that it could be kert for long pericds of time wita-
out chemical change.. | | the scale, 88 well ea the objectives, 50X1-HUM
of some of the clusely guarded gpecial veterinsry research wnich was teking
place at that time. As to the progrespivenese of Soviet veterinary medicine,
the Governmeat searched congtantly for new methods
and medications developed anyvhere in the world, and was always resdy tr 50X1-HUM
substitute the new for ‘he old when comvinced tha: the former was an
imprcvement.

5. The Federal Veterinery Admimistratisn in Mcscow provides the centralized
direction of veterimary practice, research, and the production and distri- .
bution o1 veterinary birlogical and pharmaceutical supplies. ihe Veteripary
Colleges, however, ave umder the control of the Ministry of Higher Educe-
tion. BRelow the Federal Veterinary Administration are the verious S8R
Veterimary Administrations. Below the SSR Administrations avre the County
Veterimarian Agminietrations. Below the County Administrations, which are
headed by the county veterinerian, are ths city and villane hospitals which
may cr may Rov imclude a reg:lar veterinarian on their full-time staffs.

This pyramidal admimistrative structure ie logical and symmetrical through-

out; the tranmmissios of directives, the relationships of subordination 50X1-HUM
and superordimation, and, to 'a large extent, the prucurement of medicai
supplies, follow a fixed pattern imherent ir the organization. In 1941
the chief of the Armeniam 8SR Veterimary acministration was a Dr Boyajien,

\vho had an exc:llemt reputation es a spacialist in

1nrectious diseasges, |
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The inspection of meat for import «d export la a very speciel activity
and is administered by the foreiga traude authorities rather thaa by tne
Federal Veteripary Admiaistration. The veterinarians assigned to tais
work are usually Party members and they are all important people. This
vork, like veterinary biological production, is secret aad veterinary
ctudents are not allowed to vieit the places where this kind of !wspestivn
is done.

In 1941 every known imfectious dizease of enimals could be found im the
USSR and none of these diseases, to the beat of my ¥nowledge wes anywhere
near being eiiminated.

Anthrax vas probably the most widespread, beiug enderic from Siberis to 50X1-HUM
the Caucasus. Roughly 40% of the cattle in the USSR suffered from

brucellosis, und the research pecple were hard at work on this. At least

1% of the Army horses hed glanders. Hoo? end mouth digease broke out

every year in some part of the country. Rinderpest epidemics were

occaslonally brought 1n [ Jbut most of them were not very 50X1-HUM
serious. The one in 1935, however, was qu te serious. Eog cholera wus

endemic throughout the USSR amd there vere heavy losses every y:ar from

sheep pox in the Caucasus. Sheep tapeworm was also widespread _od Lanep

especially the youmg omes, had to be wvormed every year. Brucellosis and

cattle TB vere, however, the only diseases which appeared to be om the

incrcase. The omly thing[ |concerning matural resistamce to DOX1-HUM
certain diseases of Soviet amimale comcerned the resistance to B of

mountain cattle iz the Caucasus. It was known that these cattie, vhich

geve little milk amd required little food, bever contracted the dipance.

-end-




